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AGM 29th May Healesville Sanctuary
Present: Kevin Alexander, Natalie Brida, Carlie Bronk, Paul Bullock, Bernie Cahill, Peter Cleary, Simonette Charles, Susie Deason, David Farrer, Tracey Hudson, Kim Hunter, Bree Iredale, Cliff Ireland, Catherine James, Corina James, Coey Jeal, Michelle Judd, Daniel Kallstrom, Marie Keenan, Steve Kennealy, David Langmead, Annie Leschen, Katrina Lovett, James Mackenzie, Ion Maher, Iain Mashall, Glen Mawson, Zan Mc Coy, Bronwyn Merrit, John Messfeldt, Kirraly Moran, Andy Nixon, Tim Schneider, Janet Scritchley, Ricardo Simao, Paul Slinger, Lisa Stuart, Kevin Symonds, Gary Summers, Jonathon Stevenson, Matt Teteroo, Danielle Thomas, Dean Thornhill, Allan Wallis, Nigel Watts, Jessica Van der Weff, Marion Wood
(apologies to those that atteneded the AGM and names do not appear above- names were taken from attendance sheet that was circulated at the AGM)
Apologies: Lisa Brooks, Peter Burns, Anne Casey, City Wide crew,  Richard Dakin, Emma Danby, David Foster, Peter Hayes, Wayne Hill, Mick Keenan, Glen Jameson, Glen McColl, Graham Parkes, Leilani Schlaller, Ollie Sherlock, Fiona Smith, Mark Stone, Elaine Thomas, Julie Van Lieshout, Sean Willmore, Skye Winder, Greg Young
Presentation of gifts to Kinglake and Marysville Rangers

$750 presented to 7 rangers that were affected by the February fires along with a copy of a Trees and Shrubs of South Eastern Australia personally signed by Lean Costermans and an additional handbook.  More books for fire affected rangers/ park workers have been donated by VRA members, Friends of Grampians National Park and Brambuck Cultural Center and will be delivered soon.  

Presidents Report: Peter Cleary, president of the Victorian Rangers Association for 08/09 provided a report on the last 12 months of the VRA
· International Rangers Day July 31, 2008 Yarra boat trip and Bluefire Grill Docklands.  Guest speaker Sean Willmore.  Well attended- approx 40 people.  First ever life memberships were presented to VRA members Bill Burnett and Elaine Thomas.

· VRA stand at Parks Victoria Awards Day: Well worth attending with many PV staff signing as members on the day.  Helped by Sean Willmore’s presentation about Thin Green Line and Victorian Rangers Association.

· Brisbane Ranges Workshop- cancelled after lack of bookings by members

· Christmas drinks- cancelled due to lack of interest

· Thin Green Line Festival Coolart February 2009. A big thanks you to members who assisted on the day and with the organisation of the event. Due to recent bushfires around the state, the festival was not as well attended as hoped.  The festival managed to break even.  A great day had by all.
· Assisting Thin Green Line Foundation in achieving tax gift recipient status.  This was done by signing 50 VRA members to the Thin Green Line as well as the VRA.  VRA members nominated on their membership forms if they also wanted to become Thin Green Line members.  $5 of the annual VRA membership fee was then passed on to the Thin Green Line Foundation.

· Support to fire affected staff: 7 pv/dse staff and VRA members were unfortunatly lost their homes in the Black Saturday fires.  To support, the VRA organised a book drive (nature based books) to collect and donate books to fire affected staff and the Kinglake Office.  VRA also donated $750 to each person.  In addition to the great work undertaken by VRA, the Tasmanian Rangers generously donated a total of $6000 to the the victorian rangers that lost their homes.  
· Thank you to VRA 08/09 committee for great help.  Another successful and busy year
Vice Presidents Report: Andy Nixon, vice president of the Victorian Rangers Association for 08/09 provided a report for the last 12 months vice president responsibilities:
· Thank you to Pete Cleary for efforts thoughout year.

· VRA Posters: Have been designed and will hand out to workcenters over next few months

· VRA have been acting as association liason for CARA (previously the Australin Rangers Federation).  We will continue this for another 4 months.  
· Have been working with Parks Forum to develop an MOU between them and CARA

· CARA would like to sponsor a third world country to attend IRF congress in Bolivia

Tresurer’s Report: Ion Maher Treasurer VRA 08/09
· Membership prices were increased to $48.  
· $5 of many membership fees will be donated to the Thin Green Line from fees of members that also wish to be part of the Thin Grren Line
· Total income for the year 2008 - $4808.52  This included membership fees, bank interest, sale of VRA merchandise, sales of Thin Green Line DVD and Donations.  We did not sell a lot of merchandise so perhaps need to work at something that will create a larger turnover.
· Total expenses for the year- $4709.13 Expenses included accountancy fees, AGM expenses, consumer affairs fees, merchandise, postage and stationary, website fees, ACARA Meeting, VRA dinner, workshop fees.

Excess Income over expenditure - $99.39

Capital and Reserves as of December 31st 2008 -  $29 840.09

· Independent Auditors report of VRA was undertake is available on request from the VRA committee.
Elections for 2009- 2010

All positions declared vacant and new committee was nominated and elected for 2009/ 2010.

Elected committee:

	Position
	Name
	Nominated
	Seconded

	President
	Peter Cleary
	Carlie Bronk
	Tim Schneider

	Vice President
	Tim Schneider
	Andy Nixon
	Kevin Alexander

	Secretary
	Carlie Bronk
	Andy Nixon
	Peter Cleary

	Tresurer
	Kirrally Moran
	Peter Cleary
	Carlie Bronk

	Committee website
	Ricardo Simao
	Ion Maher
	Peter Cleary

	Committee
	Andy Nixon
	Carlie Bronk
	Tim Schneider

	Committee
	Danielle Thomas
	Peter Cleary
	David Farrer

	Committee
	Dan Kallstom
	Tim Schneider
	Peter Cleary

	Committee
	Browyn Merritt
	Lecia Stewart
	Carlie Bronk

	Committee
	Paul Slinger 
	Carlie Bronk
	Glen Mawson

	Close Range Editor
	Glen Jameson
	
	


Uniform Distribution:  Donated second hand uniforms are being stored at the Frankston City Council depot (Recently moved there from Organ Pipes depot who could no longer afford to donate storage room to the VRA).  VRA are always looking for new opportunities to donate them to less fortunate rangers around the world and importantly means of getting the uniforms oversees withous paying expensive postage prices and taxes.
A sub committee to organise the unifrom donations has been formed.

9 uniforms have recently been sent to Papua New Guinea tree kangaroo team (Tenkile Conservation Alliance)
Book Drive Summary: Well done to Tim Schneider who coordinated the VRA bookdrive.  We had some very generous donations which included:
· $150  from Phillip Island Nature Park

· $150 from Great Otway National Park staff 

· $840 generously donated by Brambuck, Friends of the Grampians National Park, and staff of the Grampians National Park.  
· Various other donations from Parks Victoria staff members from around the state

A big thank you to those that generously donated money/ books for the book drive

International Rangers Day Preperations: Coming up on July 31.  Will be used as an opportunity to raise funds for the VRA and Thin Green Line and celebrate the works of rangers around the world.  Will undertake a combined event with the Thin Green Line.  More details available soon.
IRF Bolivia Congress Update

· Held in Santa Cruz Bolivia startin Oct 31

· Registrations are open

· CARA will send a representitiv, probebly someone from NSW

· CARA will sponsor an IRF member to attend.  Possibly a ranger from the Ocenania region

· VRA will support the president and other members in attending the Bolivia congress

· VRA will fundraise to support other rangers around the world to attend.

Other Buisness

Marketing: This year VRA have produced a number of new marketing items to prote the VRA.  These include Banners, stickers and A3 posters.  The stickers are to be handed out to VRA members. Posters to be sent to workcenters.  Thank you to Ollie and Andy for assistance with developing these marketing items.
Greater Alpine National Park Management Plan Renewal: VRA Annie Leschen spoke about the new community consultation proccess Weplan, being used to determine future planning/ management for the Alpine National Park.  Annie has encouraged VRA members and committie to take part and comment on this planning process.  WePlan is a website where Parks Victoria's alpine planning team will discuss the development of the Greater Alpine National Parks Management Plan, gives public opportunity to share your knowledge and ideas and talk to other interested people. 
WePlan enables the public to have some input, along with input from Community Open Houses and discussions with stakeholders and leading experts, to assist Parks Victoria develop the Greater Alpine Parks Management Plan. The link to the website is www.weplan.parks.vic.gov.au 
Parks Victoria staff can also access the Alpine Weplan through the link on the home page of Info web.
Door Prizes and Raffle: A number of prizes have been generously donated for the VRA AGM from Mark Stone CEO Parks Victoria, Phillip Island Nature Park and Healsville Sanctuary.  These prizes were given away on the day of the AGM through lucky seat prizes and a raffle.
Thank you to Healsville Santuary: A big thank you to Paul Slinger and Healsville Sanctuary staff who organised the location, workshops/ tours, food and accomodation for the AGM. 

